EATON UNDER HEYWOOD & HOPE BOWDLER PARISH COUNCIL

M I N U T E S

OF THE  MEETING HELD AT HOPE BOWDLER VILLAGE  HALL

MONDAY 15th JUNE 2015 at 7.30pm

079/15    Present & Apologies for absence

Present
 Cllr. Watts - Chairman
Cllr. L Gray

Cllr. C Pugh

Cllr. S Jones

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Cllr. B Orme, Cllr. T Madeley and Cllr. M Young
In Attendance 
Clerk, Mrs J de Rusett and Unitary Cllr. C Motley
080/15:  Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting.

Members are requested to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

The Clerk declared an interest in Agenda Item 13 (Clerk's pay review)

081/15 - Public Question Time

No members of the public attended the meeting.

082/15 -  Approval of the three sets of Minutes: the Annual Parish Meeting, Annual General Meeting and Ordinary Business Meetings held on 18th May 2015
The Minutes of the three meetings of 18th May 2015, having been previously circulated to all members and considered by them, were approved by the members and signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the three meetings.

083/15:  Matters arising from the Minutes of the three meetings of 18th May 2015 not dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda

050/15/3 - replacement bench for Gaerstones layby, Hope Bowdler.

 The Clerk had directed members to a website displaying benches suitable for street furniture - Glasdons - as recommended by the Highways Department. The cheapest suitable bench for the Gaerstones layby was £353.  Discussion ensued as to where it would be delivered to and who would install it .  It was agreed the Clerk would see if the Highways Department would take delivery and install it when removing the old broken bench.
073/15 - planning decisions at Stones House Farm, Soudley

The Clerk confirmed that although Mr Ian Kilby had indicated by "e" mail that he would respond to the Parish Council's letter of  1st June by the 7th June, no response had in fact been forthcoming: the Clerk was asked to send a reminder.
084/15 - Reports from Councillors

084/15/1 - Unitary Councillor's Report

Cllr. Motley outlined her activities over the past month, which included attendance at an RSN  event with an all-party Parliamentary Group which has been set up to deal with rural issues such as Broadband and rural transport, headed by Graham Stewart.  The meeting was successful and interesting and she hopes rural areas might now get a higher profile and more government help. 
She will be attending  a meeting of a new People & Places Board in London this week.  It comprises government members and local authority representatives and is dealing primarily with the devolution debate.

Cllr. Motley is keeping an eye on EU funding for rural areas, especially the LEADER funds:  these are now going to be organised differently.  DEFRA are objecting to LEADER funds being administered in Shropshire by the AONB.  It was originally planned to be used for community projects, but now the emphasis is on economic output.  The whole business plan for south Shropshire is going to have to be redrawn.  

On planning, her view is the planning system in Shropshire is just not working: planning applications are taking ever longer to be determined, particularly small applications which may have a few complexities.  The members discussed various planning problems with Cllr. Motley, especially our concerns about Stone House Farm where the planners reached  two divergent views on an identical application.

The Chairman had received an indication that the Shirehall is to be sold: he asked Cllr. Motley if this is correct.  Cllr. Motley went through the history of this rumour and various options which had been considered by SC to cut costs.  Various services SC formerly performed have been outsourced to its wholly owned company - IP&E  - such as Human Resources, Payroll, etc, and part of the Shirehall is rented to Amey Redstone, but as far as she is aware, there are no immediate plans for the Shirehall to be sold off.
084/15/2 -  LJC Report

Cllr. Madeley was unable to attend this meeting but sent a report on                                                                                                                    the recent LJC meeting which the Chairman read to the meeting.  It was noted that grants are going to be available for local youth groups.
084/15/3 - Church Stretton news

Cllr. Gray reported on Church Stretton events.  It is rumoured that the company, Teme Leisure, which runs the Leisure Centre (at the school) is planning to close it.  It is also believed that £200,000 is being sought to improve the swimming pool.  The Chairman believed the planning was granted for the Leisure Centre provided the company reinstated the swimming pool. It was believed the leisure centre had been funded by money raised locally.
Cllr. Gray also reported on local crime.
085/15 - Planning applications and related matters.

No planning applications had been received.
086/15  - Minor Highway & Environmental Matters
Cllr. Pugh has still been unable to obtain a quotation for re-fencing the stream by Lower House Farm, Ticklerton.  It was agreed the matter be left in abeyance until after the forthcoming bridge works have been carried out, which are due to commence in mid-August.
087/15 - Correspondence and communications to be considered

1.
"e" mail from "Save The Village" campaign dated 25.5.15

This was circulated to all members and the details of the campaign was sent to the parish magazine for a wider audience. *

2.
"e" mail 01.06.15 from Shropshire Council detailing the consultation period - 1st June to 13th July 2015 - for the revisions to SAMDev.  *

3.
Letter 01.06.15 - Chairman to Mr Ian Kilby, Development Manager,

Shropshire Council re the inconsistent planning decisions relating to 13/02789/FUL and 14/05289/FUL : identical applications relating to Stone House Farm, Soudley.  Mr Kilby acknowledged the letter the following day but has not otherwise responded.*

4.
Letter 01.06.15  - Clerk to  Shropshire Registration and Celebratory Services concerning the proposed closure of the Registry Officer in Church Stretton.  No response received as yet.  *

5.
"e" mail 02.06.15 from a group calling themselves Making Parishes Better Place, raising a FOI  seeking disclosure of an organisation chart detailing the structure of the council and of its committee members.  *

6.
09.06.15 - "e" mail from Principal Policy Officer, Shropshire Council, seeking feedback on the 2015-2016 Place Plan Review.*

7.
10.06.15  "e" mail" from Lisa Bedford, LJC with details of  £500 grants available to support local youth activities: application form attached.  *

8.
"e" mails between Clerk and Shropshire Highways re removal of old broken concrete bench at Gaerstones layby, and details of replacements benches: they recommend Glasdon Limited.  Response awaited re removal and siting of the new bench. *

9.
Letter, Clerk to Fiona Leighton, Shropshire Council, re overpayment of Minor Highways & Environment Grant (£3,000 credited to our account instead of £1500) and "e" mail 15.06.15 from her asking for £1500 to be refunded. *

10.
15.06.15 - "e" mail Notification from Shrewsbury & Telford Hospital NHS Trust, advertising a vacancy for a Non-Executive Director to the Board. *

* indicates item has been sent to members by "e" mail.

Item 2:  Cllr. Motley advised that the Inspector had queried a lot of things in the SAMDev document: she hopes the Inspector will deliver her final report by the 13th July 2015.
Item 5:  The Clerk has responded to the request.

Item 9: The cheque repaying the £1500 overpayment is to be dealt with tonight, confirmation having been received this afternoon that it was paid in error.
088/15 -   Finance report for June 2015 and cheques to be authorised for payment

Precept balance b/fwd. from 18th May 2015



      
£4,468.95

Less: cheques to be authorised for payment on 15th June 2015

1. Clerk’s net salary for June 2015




     £ 83.00

2. HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s June 2015 salary


     £ 13.00

3.    Expenses incurred by the Clerk in
       June 2015 in connection with Parish Council business:
· Contribution to Broadband/telephone and 

 office overheads - June 2015



£10.00

· Stationery - A4 copier paper & A4 envelopes
£  4.25

· Postage stamps & posting of Annual Return

to Mazars





£  4.19

· Reimbursement to Clerk of gratuity paid








to Mrs Sara Thompson to help setting up


of Parish Council website



£30.00

· Paid to Mr Andy Holmes of Absalute Games

 for IT /website support on 11.6.15 


£15.00

· Travelling expenses claimed at 30p per mile

15.06.15 - Leinthall Earls to HBVH for PC 

meeting

Total –  40 miles @ 30p per mile


£12.00











£75.44
    £  75.44

 







    £171.44
£   171.44






  Balance of Precept at 15.06.15
£4,297.51
Highways & Environmental Grant

Balance of Grant b/fwd from 18th May 2015




£1,323.94

ADD:  Minor Highways & Environmental Scheme Grant

for 2015/2016  (NB:  This sum must have been sent in error

as the Parish Council requested £1,500.  The Clerk has queried this

credit of £3,000)








£3,000.00












£4,323.94
Less: 15.06.15 - Refund of overpayment of £1500



£1,500.00












£2,823.94
Less: Oak Garden Services Inv. No. 15/016 dated 6.6.15



£     16.00

          
     




Balance c/fwd to July 2015    £2,807.94
HSBC Bank Statement No. 44 was presented to councillors for verification of the cash book/bank statement reconciliation and was duly verified by Cllr. Jones.  
089/15 - Up-date on the creation of a website for Eaton Under Heywood & Hope Bowdler Parish Council  
The Clerk advised that Mr Holmes (IT consultant) is coming tomorrow to help her to finalise the website design and to give her further coaching on the administration of it, so it will be ready for the 1st July deadline.  She had given details of the website in the Parish Magazine and it will be added to notices, letter-heads etc.  Posting items on the website is a  very time-consuming business, so if any members know of anyone who might take over administration of the website, this would be useful. 
The Clerk introduced the members to the Department of Communities & Local Government's Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.  The Code comes into force on 1st July 2015 and places an obligation of transparency on the Parish Council.  Certain parish council documents and financial transactions have to be made available to public scrutiny by way of display on notice boards and via a dedicated parish council website.  The Clerk outlined the nature and scope  of the Code and confirmed that as soon as the website set up is completed she will ensure the Parish Council is compliant with the Code.  
090/15 - Review of the Clerk's salary

The Chairman advised the Clerk's salary had not been reviewed since she took over the role in 2010 at a salary of £1152 per annum, during which time more work had devolved onto the Parish Council and therefore the Clerk's role was now more time consuming and demanding.   SALC currently advise that Clerks should be paid for a minimum of six hours per week.  On the NALC scales, the Clerk should be on at least an hourly rate of £9.09 (Salary scale point 18).  The Clerk is paid for four hours a week at Diddlebury Parish Council and would be prepared to accept four hours a week at £9.09 from Eaton & Hope Bowdler Parish Council, amounting to £1,890.72 per annum, £157.56 gross per month.
The Chairman proposed that with effect from July 2015 the Clerk's salary should be increased to £1,890.72 per annum gross: Cllr. Jones seconded the proposal and the members voted unanimously to support the pay increase.  It was agreed that the Clerk's salary should in future be review annually in November, commencing November 2016.
091/15: – Questions for the Chairman
   No questions were raised.
 There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman closed the meeting at  8.55pm

    Date & Venue of next Meeting:  

    Monday 20th July 2015, 7.30pm at Ticklerton Village Hall
   MINUTES  SIGNED BY: 







    DATED
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