EATON UNDER HEYWOOD & HOPE BOWDLER PARISH COUNCIL

M I N U T E S

OF THE  MEETING HELD AT HOPE BOWDLER VILLAGE  HALL

MONDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2015  at 7.30pm

128/15    Present & Apologies for absence

Present
Cllr. G Watts - Chairman

Cllr. C Pugh

Cllr. S Jones

Cllr. M. Young

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Cllr. B. Orme, Cllr. T Madeley, Cllr. L Gray and Unitary Cllr. C Motley
In Attendance 
Clerk, Mrs J de Rusett and Mr Julian Madeley
129/15:  Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting.

Members are requested to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

No declarations were made.

130/15 - Public Question Time

Mr Julian Madeley attended the meeting to assist the members by explaining his latest planning application for Bloemfontein, Eaton Under Heywood, it being the fourth application submitted in respect of this property.  The members duly consider the plans and applications assisted by Mr Madeley, who left the meeting once the explanation was concluded.
131/15 -  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th October 2015
The Minutes of the meeting of 19th October 2015, having been previously circulated to all members and considered by them, were approved by the members and signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting.

132/15:  Matters arising from the Minutes of the of 19th October 2015 not dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda

There were no matters arising which were not dealt with elsewhere on the Agenda.

133/15 - Reports from Councillors

The Chairman reported on the meeting called by Unitary Cllr. Motley at Culmington for all Chairmen of Corvedale and Apedale parish councils.
She had urged Parishes to liaise and to work together: to collaborate on projects which benefitted adjoining parishes and where a joint approach could lead to mutual benefits and costs savings.  There had been some appetite from small parishes to amalgamate with adjoining parishes, to save costs.  This would not be easy: it would be a time consuming exercise and would involve applications to the Boundaries Commission.
All parishes were encouraged to join the Highways & Environmental Grant Scheme. It came to the Chairmen's attention that it is possible to claim up to £3,000 per annum.
Increasing the Highways Grant (the Parish Council normally seeks £1500 p.a.) was debated by the members at length.  It was felt that members should consider the matter and report back at the January meeting, when a Schedule of Works could be created. Initial suggestions were that if the Grant was increased:

· we could extend the JCB annual clearance of ditches, laybys etc. to a twice-yearly operation. 
·  Since footpaths and bridleways are part of the Highways system it was suggested that working parties be set up to clear footpaths and bridleways throughout the parishes and to obtain new stiles and gates where necessary from the Countryside Access Team at Shropshire Council and install them.  Members agreed to conduct a survey of footpaths in their areas and to report back at the next meeting.
· The Parish Council could consider taking on some of the verge cutting operations presently conducted by the Highways Department to take the pressure off them.

134/15 - Planning applications and related matters.

134/15/1 - 15/03980/FUL - application by Mr J Madeley, Bloemfontein, Eaton Under Heywood, SY6 7DH for the erection of extensions to existing bungalow, to include a sunroom and conversion of an attic into additional living accommodation.

The members had had the benefit of Mr Madeley explaining his plans and proposals.  The application was debated:  The Chairman proposed the application be supported, Cllr. Jones seconded and the members voted unanimously to support the application and to raise no objections to it.
134/15/2

In the absence of Cllr. Motley, the report on the two applications relating to Stone House Farm, Soudley be deferred to next meeting.

135/15  - Minor Highway & Environmental Matters
135/15/1
The Clerk confirmed that she had instructed  Kinch Parry to undertake their annual tour of the parishes with a JCB to clear ditches, laybys etc. and confirmed she had asked Mr Parry extend his range beyond Ticklerton Village Hall up to and including the entrance to The Saplings  and the layby beyond as this area was always missed.

Cllr. Pugh raised an additional item.  A culvert between New Hall Farm and Harton had a deep drop which is a hazard to traffic and needs to be piped.  It was agreed that Kinch Parry be asked to undertake this additional work.

135/15/2

Cllr. Pugh confirmed that the bench has now been delivered to his farm by Glasdon UK Limited and the plaque to affix to it had been received from the Clerk.  He and Mr Clive Pugh hope to install it in Gaerstones layby next week.

135/15/3

The Chairman advised he has not had an opportunity to discuss the overhanging hedge or the provision of a rectilinear mirror at the junction to Ticklerton in Hope Bowdler, with Mr Jackson of the Highways Department but hopes to do so this week.

135/15/4

Members will bring lists of items of work which needs doing around the parishes to the January meeting so a schedule of work can be drawn up.
136/15 - Correspondence and communications considered

The following items of correspondence were considered by the Council:

1.
2.11.15 - notification from Citizen's Advice Bureau inviting members to attend their AGM on Wednesday 25th November 2015, 5.30pm at Oscars, The Assembly Rooms, Ludlow.

2.
Notification from Lisa Bedford re South Shropshire Safer Neighbour Team's on-line webchat - 6pm - 8pm Wednesday 25th November 2015


www.westmercia.police.uk/article/14232/Wednesday-25-November-South-Shropshire-SNTs-Webchat.

3.
Ryton XI Towns Parish Council - letter inviting Shropshire parish councils to attend a meeting they have organised with SALC. Host is Ben Hamilton-Bailie who will explain how his ideas on "shared space" which could help us to make our village roads safer.  Meeting will be at the Shirehall 5.30pm on Thursday 3rd March 2016.  Confirmation of attendance to SALC by 18.12.15 - fee to non-SALC members - £50.

4.
Telephone call Mr R Harne to Clerk re Glebe Croft.  He was seeking a confirmation of local connection from the Parish Council: however, he had no connection with this area at all.  The Chairman confirmed that of the many applications received for the house in Glebe Croft, only one applicant had a local connection.
137/15 -   Finance reports for November 2015 and cheques to be authorised for payment

137/15/1  Finance Report for 16th November 2015

Precept balance b/fwd. from 19th October 2015



£3,673.53



      











Less: cheques to be authorised for payment on

18th November 2015

1. Clerk’s net salary for November 2015

  

  £132.36


    

2. HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s November 2015 salary

   £ 25.20

3.    Expenses incurred by the Clerk in November  
       2015 in connection with Parish Council business:
· Contribution to Broadband/telephone and 

 office overheads - November 2015


£10.00

· 1 pkt. A5 envelopes & 1 ream A4 copier paper
£  3.70

· Postage to Cllrs. Pugh & Young


£  1.49

· Travelling expenses claimed at 30p per mile

16.11.15 - Leinthall Earls to HBVH for PC 

meeting

Total –  44 miles @ 30p per mile


£13.20







£28.39
    £185.95
£    185.95 





Balance of Precept as at 18.11.15
 £3,487.58  





Highways & Environmental Grant







Balance b/fwd from October 2015     
£2,690.94

Less:

1.  
5.11.15 - Timpson -plaque for Gaerstones bench 


(cheque payable to Clerk who initially paid for it)


£  18.00

2.
Glasdon UK Ltd. -  Phoenix Seat incl. delivery, VAT &



set of tamper-proof bolts (VAT £73.83 recoverable)


£443.01


3.
Oak Garden Services  Inv. No. 15/310



£  16.00











£477.01 £   477.01



                  Balance of Highways & Environmental Grant c/fwd

  £2,213.93

137/15/2 - Cash Book/Bank Statement reconciliation
HSBC Bank Statement number 49 and the Cash Book were 
 presented to councillors for verification of cash book/bank statement reconciliation

and duly verified by Cllr. Jones     
137/15/3 - draft 2016/2017 Precept Budget

The Clerk circulated the draft Precept Budget for the 2016/2017 financial year.  The Precept budget for this year 2015/2016 was £2,535 but estimated expenditure for the year is likely to be £320 in excess of this figure, due to the Clerk being given a pay rise in July 2015.  The initial budget for 2016/2017 is £3,240, an increase of £705, to take account of the Clerk's increased pay and a sum of £100 for a contingencies fund.  It is not yet known what impact this will have on the council tax as the figures are not yet available from Shropshire Council.     It was not felt by the members that any sum should be claimed in the Precept towards a capital reserve as no capital works are planned in the forthcoming financial year.  The estimated current reserve to be carried forward is £2,433.

It was agreed the Precept Budget will be finalised at the January 2016 meeting.                           
138 /15: – Questions for the Chairman
 The Clerk circulated a list of Meeting Dates for 2016/2017: the dates were duly approved by the meeting and are:

Monday 18th January 2016

Ticklerton Village Hall
Monday 22nd February 2016

Hope Bowdler Village Hall

Monday 21st March 2016

Ticklerton Village Hall

Monday 18th April 2016

Hope Bowdler Village Hall

Monday 16th May 2016

Ticklerton Village Hall - AGM & APM
Monday  20th June 2016

Hope Bowdler Village Hall

Monday 18th July 2016

Ticklerton Village Hall

No meeting in August 2016

Monday 19th September 2016
Hope Bowdler Village Hall

Monday 17th October 2016

Ticklerton Village Hall

Monday 21st November 2016

Hope Bowdler Village Hall

No meeting in December 2016

Monday 16th January 2017

Ticklerton Village Hall

Monday  20th February 2017

Hope Bowdler Village Hall

Monday  20th March 2017

Ticklerton Village Hall

Monday 17th April 2017

Hope Bowdler Village Hall  ** Election Year
Monday 15th May 2017

Ticklerton Village Hall

All meetings commence at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified

There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10pm

 Date & Venue of next Meeting:  

 Monday 18th January 2016, 7.30pm at Ticklerton Village Hall
   MINUTES  SIGNED BY: 







    DATED
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