EATON UNDER HEYWOOD & HOPE BOWDLER PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF THE ORDINARY BUSINESS  MEETING HELD AT HOPE BOWDLER VILLAGE  HALL

MONDAY 18th  MAY 2015 at 7.30pm

066/15 - Present & Apologies for absence

Present
Cllr. G. Watts - Chairman
Cllr. Bruce Orme 
Cllr. Colin Pugh

Cllr. T Madeley

Cllr. L Gray

Cllr. S Jones

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Cllr. M Young

In Attendance 


Clerk, Mrs J de Rusett,  

Cllr. C Motley – Unitary Councillor

067/15:  Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting.

Members are requested to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

No Declarations were made.

068/15:  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th April 2015.
The Minutes of the meeting of 20th April 2015, having been previously circulated to all members and considered by them, were approved by the members and signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting.

069/15:  Matters arising  from the Minutes  of 20th April 2015 not dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda
050/15/1:  Cllr. Pugh believes it is not possible to create a passing-space near "Greystones" in Birtley as the road is just too narrow.
050/15/2:  Cllr. Pugh is still awaiting a quotation for the re-fencing of the stream adjacent to Lower House Farm, Ticklerton.

050/15/3:  The Clerk reported that Mr Capleton has looked at the concrete bench in the Gaerstones layby in Hope Bowdler and states that it is beyond repair.  It was agreed the Clerk will seek quotations for a replacement bench.

050/15/4:   The Clerk has written to Church Stretton Town Council on this matter (Item 7 in the Correspondence List)  and they responded that they are putting it on the Agenda of their June meeting.  Matter deferred until a response is received following that meeting.

070/15: Consideration of the Internal Auditor's Report on the 2014/2015 Accounts
The Clerk circulated copies of the Internal Auditor’s Report dated 9th May 2015, the Bank Reconciliation as at 31.03.15 and the current Asset Register to the members. The findings and recommendations in the Auditor's Report were considered. Essentially the Auditor was happy with the state of the Accounts and the Parish Council's procedures, but advised the Transparency Code comes into effect on 1st July 2015 and the Clerk and members need to be familiar with and to implement its procedures.
071/15 – Consideration and approval of Sections 1 and 8 in the Annual Return and adoption of the Annual Return for the year ended 31.03.15.

Copies of the Annual Return were circulated to members for their consideration.  The Chairman proposed that the council adopted the Annual Return as drafted by the Clerk and approved by the Internal Auditor and authorise the Chairman and the Clerk to sign the Annual Return.

The proposal was seconded by Cllr. Orme and carried unanimously by the members.

072/15 – Review of the Financial Risk Assessment adopted 24th October 2011 and reviewed in 2013 and 2014
The Clerk advised she had reviewed the Financial Risk Assessment and had amended it.

She had added the war memorial in Ticklerton to the list of assets and to the Employer's Liability section she had added the Workplace Pension Scheme and her nomination as the necessary Contact Person with the Workplace Pension Scheme Regulator.
The members approved the amendments and the Chairman duly signed the reviewed Financial Risk Assessment.

073/15 - Planning.

No planning applications had been received but the Chairman asked the Clerk to contact the planners to see why they had granted planning permission for application 14/05289/FUL  (Stone House Farm, Soudley) when the identical application had been refused the first time it had been submitted.
074/15 – Communications and correspondence

Members considered the following items of correspondence.

1.
Letter 21.4.15 - Clerk to Came & Co. - insurers, asking for Ticklerton War 

Memorial to be added to insurance with a re-instatement value of £5,000.


Reply received confirming insurance cover effected - at no additional 


premium

.

2.
Letter 24.4.15 from Mrs N Cariss on behalf of Eaton PCC thanking the parish 

council for the £100 churchyard maintenance grant.

3.
Letter 25.4.15 drafted by Clerk & Chairman jointly to Mr S Davenport, 


Chairman of the Planning Committee Task & Finish Group,



Shropshire Council protesting at the proposal to reduce the number of 


Planning Committees.


"e" mail response received 8.5.15 via SALC seeking input from Parish 

Councils via www.surveymonkey.com/s/planning-committee-feedback-tandp.

Responses to the survey to be submitted by 31st May 2015.  Any queries to 

Julie.fildes@shropshire.gov.uk
4.
"e" mail from Ben Walker, Connecting Shropshire dated 29th April 2015, 


advising that the fibre optic cabinet in Hope Bowdler is now unlikely to be 

connected before the autumn - original estimate was spring.

5.
"e" mail 25.4.15 from Cllr. Bruce Orme concerning illegal dumping of dead 

sheep and lambs in a stream between Ticklerton and  Hatton.

6.
Invitation to councillors to attend an annual Town & Parish Council 


Emergency Planning Briefing 2015, to be held at the Council Chamber, 


Shirehall at 6.30pm on Wednesday 3rd June 2015.


If any members wish to attend to represent the Parish Council, please let the 

Clerk know as a form with their details has to be submitted beforehand.

7,
Letter 9th May 2015 Clerk to Church Stretton Town Council, raising the 


issues discussed at the Parish Council meeting on 20th April 2015 concerning 

the traffic problems cross-road at the traffic lights where Sandford Avenue 

crosses the A49 and asking is the Town Council has any initiative afoot to deal 

with the problem.


Response received dated 14th May 2015 saying the letter has been circulated 

to all councillors with a view to it being on the 23rd June agenda for 


discussion and response.

8.
"e" mail 11.05.15 from Lisa Bedford advising the Masonic Fishing Charity 


is offering 6 places for a day's fishing at Longville on Friday 22nd May.  


Contact Mel McFarlane - 01694 771288 - for details.
Item 3:  The members discussed the situation concerning the proposed reduction in Planning Committees and the unsatisfactory procedures at those meetings. At present there are separate Committees for North, Mid and South Shropshire - it is proposed there only be one, covering the whole of Shropshire, so members will be voting on areas about which they have no local knowledge.  Cllr. Motley can speak at the Committee Meetings about applications in her area - but can't vote on them, which was agreed to be a farcical situation.  It was agreed that individual members would respond to the Survey Monkey - www.surveymonkey.com/s/planning-committee-feedback-tandp. stating:
· Shropshire Council should retain the three Committees, north, mid and south Shropshire as at present:  to have one Committee would lead to inordinate delays and lack of local knowledge

· That Unitary Councillors should be able to both speak and vote on applications affecting their wards.
Item 5:  Cllr. Orme updated the members on the situation of dead lambs and ewes being dumped in the stream.  The Police had not wanted to get involved, even though the perpetrator had been identified and there was evidence linking him to the crime.  Shropshire Council's Animal Health and Environmental officer is investigating the matter.  Cllr, Orme commended Philip Dunne MP on his very prompt response in the matter.
075/15 – Finance and cheques to be authorised for payment
Precept balance b/fwd. from 20th April 2015



      
£2,422.00

ADD:  2015/2016 Precept rec'd 22.4.15





£2,535.00





    





£4,957.00
Less: cheques authorised for payment on 18th May 2015

1. Clerk’s net salary for May 2015




     £ 83.20



2. HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s May 2015 salary


     £ 12.80


   3.    Broker Network Ltd: renewal of insurance for 2015/2016
    £265.00


   4.     Mrs S Hackett - Internal audit fee for 2014/2015

    £ 80.00
5.    Expenses incurred by the Clerk in

       May 2015 in connection with Parish Council business:

· Contribution to Broadband/telephone and

office overheads - May 2015



£10.00

· Stationery - inc. envelopes, file dividers, note

books, biros





£11.85

· Travelling expenses claimed at 30p per mile

7th & 12th May: delivering accounts to auditor

and collecting them & having audit meeting -

say 40 miles

18.05.15 - Leinthall Earls to HBVH for PC

meeting

Total –  84 miles @ 30p per mile


£25.20







£47.05
    £  47.05









    £488.05
£  488.05


Balance of Precept at 18.05.15




£4,468.95
Highways & Environmental Grant

Balance of Grant b/fwd from 20th April 2015




£1,333.94

Less: Oak Garden Services Inv. No. 15/016




£     10.00

          
     




Balance c/fwd to June 2015  

 £1,323.94
076/15 – Review of insurance cover and disclosure requirements of new insurers

The Clerk provided details of the cover offered by the insurers, Came & Co. The members were satisfied that the cover was adequate.
077/15 - Reports from members

Cllr. Gray reported that the Registry Office in Church Stretton is threatened with  closure. There is a consultation exercise taking place which ends on the 26th June.  The argument for closure is that most functions the Registry Office performs can now be done online and face to face contact is unnecessary.  The issue was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk will write a letter on behalf of the parish council protesting at the proposed closure.
078/15 - Questions for the Chairman
078/15/1:  The Clerk advised that due to a new Transparency Code which had been introduced for Town and Parish Council, all our documents have to be displayed on a website from 1st July.  She has still not been able to activate the 2Shrop.net website set up for Eaton & Hope Bowdler Parish Council and has Sara Thompson, who administers the Diddlebury website, coming to give her some tuition on Tuesday 19th May: a gratuity will be needed to thank Mrs Thompson for her time.
The Chairman will ask one of his children to administer the website, once they have finished their examinations.

There is the threat that Shropshire Council will not maintain the community website 2ShropNet for much longer.  The Clerk produced a costing showing that it would cost approximately £375 to set up a dedicated Eaton & Hope Bowdler Parish Council website.  The members agreed to review the situation if and when 2Shropnet is closed.

078/15/2:  Cllr. Orme reminded members that Ticklerton Village Fete is taking place in Ticklerton Village Hall on Saturday 6th June and he urged them to come and support the fete: half the funds raised go towards keeping the village hall open.
There being no further business to contact, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm

Date and venue of next meeting:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Monday 15th June 2015,7.30pm at Hope Bowdler         Village Hall.

MINUTES SIGNED BY







DATED








1

