EATON UNDER HEYWOOD & HOPE BOWDLER PARISH COUNCIL

M I N U T E S

OF THE  MEETING HELD AT TICKLERTON VILLAGE  HALL

MONDAY 19th JANUARY 2015 at 7.30pm

001/15    Present & Apologies for absence

Present
Cllr. G. Watts - Chairman
Cllr. L Gray

Cllr. C Pugh

Cllr. B Orme

Cllr. T Madeley

Cllr. S Jones

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Cllr. M. Young (illness)
Unitary Cllr. Cecilia Motley

In Attendance 


Clerk, Mrs J de Rusett,  

002/15:  Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting.

Members are requested to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

No Declarations were made.
003/15 - Public Question Time

No members of the public attended the meeting.

004/15: Presentation on behalf of Henley Solar Farm re their revised planning application for a solar panel farm at Acton Scott

Mr Andrew Bowyer, the proposed developer of the project and Mr D Bramwell, the public relations officer, attended the meeting to explain the revised application to the members, the original application having been refused planning permission on 24th June 2014.

Mr Bowyer outlined the advantages of solar panel energy over other forms of renewable sources.  He listed other AONB's where permission had been granted for solar farms but confirmed the Shropshire Hills AONB would not meet him to discuss this application.  He detailed the reasons why the Acton Scott site was so suitable (not overlooked, willing landowner, capacity into the network and Western Power wanted it,  suitable existing grid connections).  He advised when the site becomes redundant (in possibly 25 years) the whole site could be cleared and returned to pasture (no footings are needed) and everything is recyclable.
It was pointed out to Mr Bowyer that the plan on the Shropshire Council website was the original footprint, not the much smaller scheme he had come to discuss.  He emphasised it is the much smaller scheme they are promoting and stated it is being supported by the Shropshire Wildlife Trust, the RSBP and the planners have indicated they are happy with the new scheme.

The members raised questions including the construction time (8 - 10 weeks), security fencing and security lighting (none of the latter), the level of traffic the site will generate, the effect on livestock and how ````
`weed control will be conducted.

The Chairman thanked Mr Bowyer and Mr Bramwell for their helpful presentation.
005/15 -  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th November 2014
The Minutes of the meeting of the 17th November 2014, having been previously circulated to all members and considered by them, were approved by the members and signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting.

006/15:  Matters arising from the Minutes of 17th November 2014 not dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters arising were raised.
007/15 - Local Joint Council Report

Cllr. Gray reported on the recent LJC meeting.  Cllr. Lee Chapman stated that if everyone in Church Stretton vote against the library being re-sited in the school, then it will close altogether.  There is no statutory obligation for Shropshire Council to provide a library service - it is discretionary, so it's the school or nothing.
There have been two expressions of interest from businesses in Church Stretton to house the Tourist Information Centre: discussions are proceeding with the Chamber of Trade.
£12,000 has been granted to the furniture re-cycling scheme to get young job seekers into work for a period of at least 12 weeks.  £3,000 has been granted to the LJC for youth services, but as the LJC area has expanded hugely, this money will not go far.  

Parish Councillors are asked to keep an eye on any at risk vulnerable people in their parishes during this cold weather.
There is to be a big meeting at Rushbury on the 15th February 2015.  One topic will be the provisions and effects of a new Care Act.
008/15 - Planning applications and related matters.

008/15/1:  14/05289/FUL.  Application by Mr J Webb for the conversion of an existing outbuilding to provide additional residential accommodation, with conservatory link to existing dwelling and replacement of existing front porch, with a new garden room, at Stone House Farm, Soudley, SY6 7DE.

This application had first been submitted in 2013 and the Planning Department had refused planning permission on the 15th July 2013.  By a small majority, the Parish Council had supported that application.  One reason for the refusal of planning permission in 2013 was the absence of  an ecological data survey.  This had been remedied and the current application was supported by such a survey. The other reasons for refusal were breach of the Shropshire Core Strategy principles CS5, CS6 and CS17.
Members considered this application after a further examination of the plans and consideration of CS5, CS6 and CS17.  By a majority vote the members resolved to object to this application.

088/15/2:  14/04930/FUL.  Application by Mr Rupert Acton for continued use of land for agricultural purposes and the installation of up to 5 MW solar photovoltaic  panels and ancillary works at land north of Henley Common, Acton Scott.

The members had received the advantage of Mr Bowyer's presentation.  The plans submitted and the grounds for the refusal of the earlier, larger, application were discussed at length. It was proposed that the development was an unwelcome intrusion into the Shropshire Hills AONB.  By a majority the council voted to object to the application.
009/15  - Minor Highway & Environmental Matters
The Clerk reported that Mr Parry had contacted her, with his apologies as he had not as yet carried out the JBC works around the parishes: he assured her it would be dealt with imminently.

Cllr. Pugh advised that he had not as yet obtained quotations for the replacement of the wooden railings alongside the stream opposite Lower House Farm, Ticklerton which are rotten.  On visiting the site he had found the railings had been secured by concrete posts which, in his view, formed part of the highway.  He therefore proposed contacting Mr Chris Jackson of the Highways Department before taking the matter any further.
010/15 - Correspondence and communications to be considered

1.
01.12.14 - Letter and enclosures from Elections Officer, Shropshire Council notifying 
PC of new electoral registration rules.  Electors now have to supply their date of birth 
and national insurance number when  making an application to appear on the Register 
of Electors.

2.
05.12.14 - "e" mail from Flood & Water Management Team of Shropshire Council 
advising of support for areas affected by severe flooding.  Grants of up to £5,000 
available for residential and business properties affected by flooding between 1st 
April 2013 and 31st March 2014.  Deadline - 31st January 2015.  Contact 
flood@shropshire.gov.uk for details. **

3.
11.12.14 - "e" from Ben Walker, Connecting Shropshire advising there has been a 
delay in the work bringing fibre optic broadband to the roadside cabinet in Hope 
Bowdler until at least April 2015. **

4.
12.12.14  Notification from NHS re walk-in centres etc. available for Shropshire 
patients, plus relevant telephone numbers.  For minor injuries use walk-in centres in 
Bridgnorth, Ludlow, Oswestry or Whitchurch, or Royal Shrewsbury  Hospital from 
15.12.14  **

5.
"e" mails passing between Clerk and Lisa Bedford re proposal for closure of the 
public telephone box in Soudley.  Parish Council's objections to this proposal sent on 
12th December 2014.

6.
Letter - Clerk to Shropshire Housing Group of 12th November 2014, asking SHG to 
apply the levy it collects from tenants to resurface the road at Mount View, Hope 
Bowdler.  Reminder sent by Clerk on 6th January.  Response from Mr Challinor of 
SHG dated12th January 2015: Shropshire Council have confirmed they will not adopt 
Mount View.  Therefore SGA propose taking the following action:


(1)  Instructing a surveyor to obtain quotations for the work


(2)  Once the quotations are received, they will then consult with residents as the cost 
of the improvements will have to be funded by those residents who use it.  


This action will commence in their new financial year (he does not state when that it).
7.
"e" mail 15.01.15 from the NHS Future Fit Programme and asking whether the Parish 
Council wishes them to do a presentation before the end of March 2015.  Future Fit 
aims to shape healthcare to meet the needs of the local population for the next 20 
years.  **

** indicates item has been sent to councillors by "e" mail.

Item 3:  The Clerk was instructed to contact Mr Ben Walker of Connecting Shropshire to see when the Hope Bowler cabinet will become "live".
011/15 -   Finance report and cheques to be authorised for payment

Precept balance b/fwd. from 17th November 2014



      £3,398.64








    
Less: cheques to be authorised for payment on 19.01.15

1. Clerk’s net salary for December 2014 and

January 2015






   
£166.20





2. HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s December 2014 and

January 2015 salary






£  25.80



3.   Mrs D. Malley - payroll administration Inv. 202 14/15


£  22.50

4.
Hope Bowdler Village Hall : 2014 hall hire charges 17th


February  to 17th November 2014




£  50.00

5.
Ticklerton Village Hall: 2014/2015 hall hire charges from 


March 2014 to 19th January 2015




£  50.00

6.   Mrs J de Rusett – expenses incurred by the Clerk in

December  2014 and January 2015

in connection with Parish Council business:

· Contribution to Broadband/telephone and 

office overheads - December 2014 and

January 2015





£20.00

· Stretton Print: Photocopies of 2015/2016

Precept and 1 x HP364 ink cartridge


£  9.62

· Postage stamps




£  7.60

· Electricity for meeting 17/11/14 & 19.1.15

£  5.00

· Travelling expenses claimed at 30p per mile

19.01.15 - Leinthall Earls to HBVH for PC meeting

Total –  40 miles @ 30p per mile


£12.00











            £54.22
    
£  54.22









    
 £368.72       £   368.72






        Balance of Precept at 19.01.15
         £3,029.92

Highways & Environmental Grant

Balance of Grant b/fwd from 17th November 2014




         £1,956.74

(No expenses incurred between November 2014 and January 2015)








012/15 - Consideration of Precept Budget for the financial year 2015/2016.

The budget prepared by the Clerk was considered and debated.  It was concluded that there were no matters likely to arise or projects to be embarked upon in the next financial year which needed special funding.  The Council would have a reserve of approximately £2,610 and the Clerk had estimated £2,535 would be needed for the administration of the council during 2015/2016.  By an unanimous vote it was agreed to fix the 2015/2016 Precept Requirement at £2,535.  The Chairman duly signed the Requirement Form.

013/15 - Meeting dates for next twelve months

The Clerk circulated a list of proposed dates for the next twelve months.  Cllr. Gray advised that Hope Bowdler Village Hall would not be available on 14th September 2015, so this meeting will have to be changed to 21st September 2015.  The Clerk will circulate revised meeting date lists and will book the village halls.
014/15: – Questions for the Chairman
No questions were raised for the Chairman

 There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm

Date & Venue of next Meeting:  

16th February 2015 -  Hope Bowdler Village Hall – 7.30pm

   MINUTES  SIGNED BY: 







    DATED









2

