EATON UNDER HEYWOOD & HOPE BOWDLER PARISH COUNCIL

M I N U T E S

OF THE  MEETING HELD AT HOPE BOWDLER VILLAGE  HALL

MONDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2015 at 7.30pm

015/15    Present & Apologies for absence

Present
Cllr. G. Watts - Chairman
Cllr. L Gray

Cllr. C Pugh

Cllr. B Orme

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Cllr. M. Young (illness)

Cllr. T Madeley

Cllr. S Jones
In Attendance 


Clerk, Mrs J de Rusett,  

Unitary Cllr. Cecilia Motley

016/15:  Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting.

Members are requested to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

No Declarations were made.
017/15 - Public Question Time

No members of the public attended the meeting.

018/15 -  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th January 2015
The Minutes of the meeting of the 19th January 2015, having been previously circulated to all members and considered by them, were approved by the members and signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting.

019/15:  Matters arising from the Minutes of 19th January 2015 not dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters arising were raised.
020/15 - Unitary Council Report
Unitary Cllr. Motley reported to the Parish Council on the various meetings she had attended during the month, including the Arts Council and a new EU Rural Development Committee: she also outlined issues which had arisen during the month.

She advised that the Planning Committee had on Tuesday last rejected the revised planning application for the solar panel farm at Acton Scott (14/04930/FUL).  She has no doubt however that it will be re-submitted on a technicality and then an appeal will be lodged in respect of the larger application which had previously been submitted.

Cllr. Motley urged members to attend one of the meetings by NHS FutureFit which are  being presented around the county.  An NHS consultative process is running until the end of the year looking at various NHS issues, including:

· How to relieve the pressure on the A&E Units at Shrewsbury and Telford.  

Various options are being debated including closing the A&E at one of the hospitals and enlarging it at the other, or alternatively building one new huge hospital and closing both Telford and Shrewsbury.

· The establishment around the county of Urgent Care Centres.  These will deal with more serious injuries than the present Minor Injuries Units, leaving A&E to just deal with serious injuries/illnesses where critically ill patients arrive by ambulance.
· The siting of the Urgent Care Centres is problematic:  it has been agreed that one will be sited next to the A&E Units at both Shrewsbury and Telford Hospitals, to take the pressure off A&E.   Originally it was proposed to site about another five UCC units around the county.  Currently only two are under discussion, one in the north, perhaps in Whitchurch and one in the south: debate rages on whether this will be at Bishops Castle, Ludlow or Bridgnorth.

Cllr. Motley felt it was important for Parish Councils to be involved in the debate.

021/15 - Local Joint Council Report
Cllr. Gray reported on her recent attendance at the LJC meeting.

The Police had reported on a spate of recent crimes, mostly minor burglaries, and also on two fatal road traffic accidents on the A49 in Church Stretton.

There had been a speaker on the new Care Act which is coming into force on 1st April 2015, with an emphasis on both medical care and the financial aspects of care: dementia has a high profile and more help will be available to home carers.

Morris's have reapplied to build 85 houses (17 of which will be "affordable homes") and 14 substantial log cabins at New House Farm, in Church Stretton.  The ramifications of this proposed development and its effect on the infrastructure and amenities in Church Stretton  was debated by the members at length.  Cllr Gray urged each individual member to write to the planners objecting to this application (14/04374/OUT).  The Highways Commission will not be reporting on the access for this new development from the A49 for at least three months.

022/15 - Planning applications and related matters.

No new planning applications had been received, but the members discussed the solar panel farm application at Acton Scott (14/04930/FUL)  and curious features concerning a development of eight houses at Alcaston, built apparently without the proper planning procedures having been followed.
.

023/15  - Minor Highway & Environmental Matters
Cllr. Pugh had discussed his concerns about the foundations of the  broken fencing adjacent to the stream at Lower House Farm, Ticklerton with Chris Jackson, who had urged the parish council to go ahead and get the fence fixed.  Cllr. Pugh is seeking estimates for the work.

Members confirmed that Kinch Parry Limited had done a good job around the parish, clearing ditches and lay-bys.

It was agreed to ask Mr Tony Capleton to clean out the telephone kiosk at Soudley, as it has been confirmed that it will remain in use.  He will also be asked to clean out the bus shelters.
024/15 - Correspondence and communications to be considered
Members noted the following items of correspondence.
1.
Letter, 20.01.15 - Clerk to  James Walton, Shropshire Council Finance Dept. 
enclosing 2015/2016 Precept requirement form.

2.
"e" mail 20.01.15 - Clerk to Ben Walker, Connecting Shropshire, seeking a date for 
when the Hope Bowdler Broadband cabinet will become live.  Response of same date 
indicating connection is unlikely to occur before the end of June.

3.
"e" mail dated 10.02.15 from Lois Dale, Shropshire Council confirming that the 
Soudley public telephone kiosk will remaining in operation, following the Parish 
Council's objections to its closure.

4.
Latest amendments to the Register of Electors.
025/15 -   Finance report and cheques to be authorised for payment

Precept balance b/fwd. from 19th January 2015



      £3,029.92


  
Less: the following cheques were authorised for payment on 16.02.15

by the members

1. Clerk’s net salary for February 2015



£ 83.20




2. HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s February salary


£ 12.80

3.    CommuniCorp (2015 subscription to Clerk's Direct

£ 12.00

4.   Mrs J de Rusett – expenses incurred by the Clerk in

      February  2015 in connection with Parish Council business:

· Contribution to Broadband/telephone and 

 office overheads - February 2015


£10.00

· Stretton Print: 6 x 2nd class stamps

 and 1 x HP364 ink cartridge



£11.78

· Electricity for meeting 16.02.15


£  3.00

· Travelling expenses claimed at 30p per mile

16.02.15 - Leinthall Earls to HBVH for PC meeting

Total –  40 miles @ 30p per mile


£12.00












£36.78
£ 36.78









£144.78
£   144.78






   Balance of Precept at 16.02.15
£2,885.14

Highways & Environmental Grant

Balance of Grant b/fwd from 19th January 2015




 £1,956.74

Less:

1.
Invoice from Tony Capleton



£ 10.00





2.
Invoice No. 141549 Kinch Parry Limited

£592.80





£602.80

£  602.80







Balance c/fwd as at 16.02.15

£1,353.94
026/15 - Consideration of the Parish Council's new Financial Regulations

The Clerk circulated to the members a draft version of the new Financial Regulations which Parish Councils have to adopt.  It was agreed that members will consider this document and its final format will be finalised and the Regulations adopted at the March meeting.  Members are asked to contact the Clerk prior to the March meeting if they wish to raise any queries or objections to the Regulations.
027/15 - Consideration of the Parish Council's revised Standing Orders

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council's Standing Orders had last been revised in May 2013 and now needed updating, as new legislation had come into force, including public attendance at parish council meetings and financial regulations.  She circulated revised copies of the documents and asked to the members to contact her prior to the March meeting if they wish to raise any queries or objections to the revisions to the Standing Orders.
028/15: – Questions for the Chairman
028/15/1
Cllr. Pugh advised that his wife had suddenly be taken very ill recently and Tracy Prosser, the First Responder based in Hope Bowdler, had attended and given his wife excellent help and comfort whilst they awaited the arrival of the ambulance.  Cllr. Pugh said he could also not fault the ambulance service, which mostly gets a lot of negative comments.  It was agreed by the members that a letter be sent to Mrs Prosser commending her for her work.

028/15/2

Cllr. Orme had noticed that a substantial concrete waste bin was on the grass verge by the entrance to Stone House Farm, Soudley - a place where it would be of little or no use.  He proposed that the parish council find out who is responsible for the bin and ask that it be moved to the lay-by at Gaerstone (at the top of Sandford Avenue), where many walkers congregate and generate litter.  It was agreed the Clerk will make appropriate enquiries.

 There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm

Date & Venue of next Meeting:  

16th March 2015 in Ticklerton Village Hall – 7.30pm

   MINUTES  SIGNED BY: 
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