EATON UNDER HEYWOOD & HOPE BOWDLER PARISH COUNCIL

M I N U T E S

OF THE  MEETING HELD AT TICKLERTON VILLAGE  HALL

MONDAY 19th OCTOBER 2015  at 7.30pm

116/15    Present & Apologies for absence

Present
 Cllr. B Orme, who took the Chair for this meeting. 
Cllr. L Gray

Cllr. C Pugh

Cllr. S Jones

Cllr. M. Young

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Cllr. G Watts and Cllr. T Madeley

In Attendance 
Clerk, Mrs J de Rusett and Unitary Cllr. C Motley
117/15:  Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting.

Members are requested to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

No declarations were made.

118/15 - Public Question Time

No members of the public attended the meeting.

119/15 -  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st September 2015
The Minutes of the meeting of 21st September 2015, having been previously circulated to all members and considered by them, were approved by the members and signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting.

120/15:  Matters arising from the Minutes of the of 21st September 2015 not dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda

111/15/1:

Mrs Johnson of Greystones Cottage had responded that the water on the road by Birtley Stud was coming from a spring and not from any domestic or agricultural source on her property.

111/15/3:

The Clerk had researched a replacement bench for the Gaerstones layby in Hope Bowdler.  The cheapest was manufactured by Glasdon and was priced £392.77 inclduing delivery but  plus VAT and £15.71 for concrete surface fixing bolts.  It had the advantage of being the least attractive of all benches she had looked at, and therefore less likely to be stolen.  It was agreed that the Clerk should purchase the bench and arrange for its delivery to Cllr. Pugh's farm.  Cllr. Pugh  will store it and assist Mr  C Pugh to install it: Mr C Pugh has quoted a sum of approximately £60 to create the concrete base and affix the bench, which quotation was approved by the members.  It was also agreed that the Clerk will obtain a plaque to be applied to the bench stating "Seat provided by Eaton Under Heywood & Hope Bowdler Parish Council".
112/15 - Item 5
A response has now been received from Church Stretton Town Council to our enquiry raised in May concerning the dangers posed by the A49/Stanford Avenue cross roads, where drivers turning right towards Craven Arms often fail to realise that traffic coming down from Sandford Avenue have the right of way.

The Town Council had considered the matter at their June 2015 meeting, and added our comments to their Schedule of Community Led Concerns submitted Mr Glyn Shaw, senior traffic engineer at Shropshire Council in July.  Further developments are awaited.
113/15/4:
The Clerk confirmed that the DPI forms of Cllrs. Orme and Pugh had now been completed.
121/15 - Unitary Councillor's Report

 Cllr. Motley spoke at length about the devolution issue and how it is being dealt with around the country. So far as Shropshire is concerned, the situation is still fluid.  A suggestion of amalgamating with Staffordshire was unworkable as Staffordshire is a two-tier county and has different political affiliations. However the idea of working with Staffordshire and Cheshire in providing back-office services was being considered, as is a possible local partnership with Herefordshire and Telford.  The whole issue remains unresolved.
Cllr. Motley also spoke of the new Business Rates Retention scheme  and how it is likely to affect Shropshire. The indications are it will disadvantage Shropshire as the county does not have enough large businesses producing sufficient rates to off-set the government grants which will be lost when the scheme is implemented.  Given Shropshire's poor road links it is unlikely sufficient new businesses could be attracted to the county to off-set the loss of  the government grants.
The issue of housing was also raised.  The Right to Buy scheme is creating problems as it was based on a false premise.  RSN and rural Local Authorities are taking the issue up with the Minister Brandon Lewis.  There are also continuing problems with the 5-year land supply issue: the reality is the government is looking for a 7 year land supply which is largely unachievable.                        

122/15 - Reports from Councillors

Cllr. Gray reported that Morris's have put in yet another planning application for a large development the land on the flank of Helmuth Hill.
123/15 - Planning applications and related matters.

123/15/1
15/04136/FUL - application by Mr R Corfield, Oaklands, Ticklerton, SY6 7DL for the erection of five camping/glamping pods, a timber constructed toilet/shower block, car park, formation of vehicular and pedestrian access and installation of a sewage treatment plant on land adjacent to Oaklands.

The members examined the plans and application; they considered the effect of this proposal on the locality: it would generate traffic but given its location it would be virtually invisible in the landscape, hidden as it would be by the railway embankment.  It would probably generate employment, but weighed against that is the loss of more agricultural land.  After due consideration a vote was taken: four members supported the application and one abstained, so by a majority the application was  supported.  It was hoped that the applicant would ensure that his visitors would not create any noise or nuisance and keep any dogs under control.

123/15/2
Report on the two applications relating to Stone House Farm, Soudley,  deferred to next meeting.

124/15  - Minor Highway & Environmental Matters
It was agreed that the Clerk should instruct Kinch Parry to commenced their annual tour of the parishes with a JCB to clear ditches, laybys etc. now.  Cllr. Pugh asked that Mr Parry extend his range beyond Ticklerton Village Hall up to and including the entrance to The Saplings as this area was always missed.
125/15 - Correspondence and communications considered

The following items of correspondence were considered by the Council:

1.
Letter 30.9.15 from Condover Parish Council to Shropshire MP's, enclosing an appraisal of the 1997 Hedgerow Act with recommendations for the amendment of the legislation prepared by Martin Sutton: Shropshire has lost 17,000 metres of hedgerow in the last five years.  Letter copied to all parish council for information/support.

2.
Notification dated 15th October 2015 from the Bridges & Structures Team at Shropshire Council confirming that the works on the bridge at Ticklerton had been completed ahead of schedule.
Members discussed the works and whilst agreeing that they had been carried out efficiently and to a high standard, it was felt that the kerbs had not been splayed sufficiently into the bank with the result that tractors and trailers and large vehicles generally clipped the kerbs.

126/15 -   Finance reports for October 2015 and cheques to be authorised for payment

126/15/1 - Finance Report

Precept balance b/fwd. from 21st September 2015



£3,861.29



      









Less: cheques to be authorised for payment on

19th October 2015

1. Clerk’s net salary for October 2015

  

  £132.36


    

2. HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s October 2015 salary

  £  25.20

3.    Expenses incurred by the Clerk in October  

       2015 in connection with Parish Council business:
· Contribution to Broadband/telephone and 

 office overheads - October 2015


£10.00

· 1 x HP 364 ink cartridge



£  7.00

· Travelling expenses claimed at 30p per mile

19.10.15 - Leinthall Earls to TVH for PC 

meeting

Total –  44 miles @ 30p per mile


£13.20







£30.20
   £ 30.20 







   


   £187.76
£   187.76
    Balance of Precept as at 19.10.2015
   




£3,673.53
Highways & Environmental Grant

No payments made in October 2015 - balance c/fwd to November 2015      
£2,690.94
126/15/2 - Cash Book/Bank Statements reconciliation
HSBC Bank Statements numbers  47 and 48 and the Cash Book were 
 presented to councillors for verification of cash book/bank statement reconciliation

and was duly verified by Cllr. Jones                                                         

127/15: – Questions for the Chairman
   No questions were raised.

 There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm

    Date & Venue of next Meeting:  

    Monday 16th November 2015, 7.30pm at Hope Bowdler Village Hall
   MINUTES  SIGNED BY: 







    DATED









1

