EATON UNDER HEYWOOD & HOPE BOWDLER PARISH COUNCIL

M I N U T E S

OF THE  MEETING HELD AT TICKLERTON VILLAGE  HALL

MONDAY 20th JULY 2015  at 7.30pm

091/15    Present & Apologies for absence

Present
 Cllr. Watts - Chairman
Cllr. L Gray

Cllr. C Pugh

Cllr. S Jones

Cllr. T. Madeley

Cllr. M Young

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Cllr. B Orme

In Attendance 
Clerk, Mrs J de Rusett and Unitary Cllr. C Motley
092/15:  Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting.

Members are requested to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

No declarations were made.

093/15 - Public Question Time

No members of the public attended the meeting.

094/15 -  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th June 2015
The Minutes of the meeting of 15th June 2015, having been previously circulated to all members and considered by them, were approved by the members and signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting.

095/15:  Matters arising from the Minutes of the of 15th June 2015 not dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda

086/15:  

Cllr. Pugh has now received a quotation for the repairs to the fencing alongside the brook by Lower House Farm, Ticklerton.  

The quote is labour - £300, materials £295.  It was agreed by the members that Cllr. Pugh should instruct the contractor to proceed with the works.

096/15 - Unitary Councillor's Report

Cllr. Motley outlined her activities over the past month, which included attendances at  conferences in Harrogate and London.  At one conference Minister Jeremy Hunt had opined that if families had their elderly relatives living with them, as in other cultures, that would largely solve the problem of care for the elderly.

Cllr. Motley remains concerned about the devolution issue.  She hopes the government will finally see sense when it becomes apparent that each devolved area will want to manage its own budgets and income, which will have huge financial implications for central government finances.  She continues to fear how devolution will affect Shropshire, a low income, low population density county, with a falling birth rate and an ageing population.

Cllr. Motley has been involved in discussions with the Housing Alliance concerning the proposed right-to-buy scheme for Housing Association tenants.  Questions have been tabled for the government  seeking exemptions from the legislation for rural areas, as the proposed funding scheme will not work in poor rural counties like Shropshire.  Housing Associations are already struggling financially with the cuts in housing benefits.  Cllr. Madeley asked if it is correct that tenants will get a 60% discount on the value of their house: this Cllr. Motley confirmed , adding that there will not be enough funding to replace those houses, so the social housing stock in Shropshire will be decimated.
097/15 - Reports from Councillors
Cllr. Gray reported on Church Stretton events.  There is much concern about budget cuts and the proposal to move the library to the school.  Cllr. Motley advised that Shropshire Council are having to keep cutting non-essential dispensable services.  It is open to residents to use the shuttle bus to get to the library when it moves to the school.  Cllr. Gray had heard a Judicial Review of the threatened move of the library is being considered: Cllr. Motley hoped this will not happen as the legal costs for fighting a Judicial Review would come straight out of the Libraries' budget, thus leading possibly to even more library closures.  The Chairman expressed his fear that the library would close within six months of moving to the school in any event: it will be difficult to access and it is not going to be properly staffed, but rather is expected to operate with volunteers.
098/15 - Planning applications and related matters.

No planning applications had been received.  
The  Appeal - 15/02268/REF  - lodged with the Inspector in respect of the solar panel farm at Acton Scott was discussed and the written submissions of the Parish Council were approved. The Parish Council's objections are by way of written submission only and no attendance is necessary at the Appeal hearing.
099/15  - Minor Highway & Environmental Matters
Cllr. Pugh reported that Mrs Duppa of Birtley reported a considerable flow of water had recently started to run down the road outside her house.  She has lived there for twelve years  and had not experienced this before. She is unsure whether it is a new spring or coming from the adjacent property, Greystones.  The Clerk agreed to contact the owner of Greystones to make enquiries.

Cllr. Young reported that the contractors who are to carry out the works on Ticklerton Bridge have still not contacted Mrs Duppa, who owns the adjacent land.  He believes they need to enter into written agreements with her before the works can commence.

100/15 - Correspondence and communications considered

1.
01.07.15 - Revisions to Register of Electors for Eaton & Hope Bowdler Parish

2.
03.07.15 - Letter Glyn Shaw, Senior Traffic Engineer, Shropshire Council Highways Dept. re changes to Community Led Concerns regarding road safety and seeking submission of any investigations/designs concerns re road safety by the end of July.


3.
Letter 13th July 2015 from Came & Co (our insurers) advising that they have amalgamated with the Stackhouse Poland Group.  This will not affect our insurance arrangements.

4.
14.07.15 - notification from Tom Brettell, Senior Community Enablement Officer, Shropshire Council, of various opportunities for the delivery of youth activities in Shropshire.

5.
Letter 12th July 2015 - Clerk to Mr Ian Kilby (Planning Development Manager - Shropshire Council) reminding him that we are still awaiting a response to our letter of 1st June 2015 re 13/02789/FUL and 14/05289/FUL re Stone House Farm, Soudley.
101/15 -   Finance report for July 2015 and cheques to be authorised for payment

Precept balance b/fwd. from 15th June 2015



      
£4,297.51

Add:  VAT refund for 2014/2015






£   149.35



 







£4,446.86
Less: the following cheques were duly authorised for payment 
on 20th July 2015

1. Clerk’s net salary for July 2015




     £132.36

2. HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s July 2015 salary


     £  25.50


  3.   Mrs D Malley  payroll administration Inv. 152.15/16

      £ 22.50

4.    Expenses incurred by the Clerk in

       July 2015 in connection with Parish Council business:
· Contribution to Broadband/telephone and 

 office overheads - July 2015



£10.00

· Stretton Print: 1 x HP 364 ink cartridge

£ 8.10

· Paid to Mr Andy Holmes of Absalute Games

 for IT /website support on 9.6.15 


£15.00

· Travelling expenses claimed at 30p per mile

20.07.15 - Leinthall Earls to TVH for PC 

meeting

Total –  40 miles @ 30p per mile


£12.00











£45.10
    £ 45.10

 







    £225.46
£   225.46





 Balance of Precept at 20th July 2015
£4,221.40

Highways & Environmental Grant

Balance of Grant b/fwd from 15th June  2015




£4,307.94
Less: Oak Garden Services Inv. No. 15/134 dated 10.07.15


£     16.00

          
     



Balance c/fwd to September 2015      £4,291.94
Cash book/bank statement reconciliation of HSBC Bank Statement No. 45 was
 presented to councillors for verification and duly checked by Cllr. Gray.                                                          

102/15: – Questions for the Chairman
   No questions were raised.

 There being no further business to conduct, the Chairman closed the meeting at  8.35pm

    Date & Venue of next Meeting:  

    Monday 21st September  2015, 7.30pm at Hope Bowdler Village Hall
   MINUTES  SIGNED BY: 







    DATED
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